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One of the first orders of business in 
2002, NJDOT officially opened the first: 
half of the new Doremus Avenue Bee. 
in Newark on January 10. 

“Doremus Avenue provides the 
primary north-south access along 
Newark’s industrial waterfront and serves 
as a primary access to and from the 
shipping terminals in Port Newark and 
Port Elizabeth,” said Program Manager 
David Kuhn of Capital Program 
Management. 

Although the new bridge currently 
serves two-way traffic, it will only 
handle traffic northbound within the 
boundaries of Port Street on the south 
to Wilson Avenue on the north when the 
southbound half is completed in January 
2003. 

The bridge carries trucks and other 
vehicles over Conrail’s Oak Island 
Railroad Yard, the largest rail yard east 
of the Mississippi River, which houses 33 
acres of active railroad tracks and is open 
24/7. Under the bridge the marine/rail 
transfer facility is one of the busiest in 
the world; thousands of containers pass 
through daily. 


Standing in the middle of the new structure, 
Project Manager Manu Patel, Resident 
Engineer Warren Vincentz and Project 
Coordinator Arturo San Jose, Jr. cut the 
ribbon at the Doremus Avenue bridge 
opening in January. 


The old and new Doremus Avenue bridges stand side by side as they pass over the Oak Island 


Railroad Yard in Newark. 


Built in 1918, Pennsylvania and 
Lehigh Valley Railroads had used wrought 
iron sections from other railroad grade 


_ crossing structures that were forged as 


early as 1896. In 1994 the bridge 
was determined obsolete and structurally 
deficient. 

“There was no choice but to replace 
it,’ said Project Manager Manu Patel. 
“The new bridge will be 1,315 feet long. 
It will carry two lanes in each direction.” 

The bridge must bear a lot of stress; it 
has to keep going without incident. Trucks 
make up 57 percent of the daily total 
bridge traffic of 10,000 vehicles. Because 
of these factors, the project initiated a 
New Jersey “first.” 

This project was NJDOT’s first to 
utilize the Load and Resistance Factor 
Design (LRFD) specifications and to 
establish the state’s LRFD criteria for 
future bridge designs. Rutgers University 
is assisting the Department in monitoring 
the stress levels during construction 


and for three years after the project’s 
completed. 

Using geotechnical instrumentation to 
monitor the progress of the settlement of 
the roadway embankment took six months 
off the project time. 

According to Kuhn, the project went 
smoothly because of the dedication of 
the project team. In addition to Patel 
and Project Coordinator Arturo San Jose, 
team members included: Mahendrah 
Shah, Utilities and Railroad Engineering; 
Indra Patel, Quality Assurance; Nan 
Adrian, Environmental Team/Project 
Management; Kim Sharp, Geotechnical; 
Karl Bevans, Environmental Services; 
Robert Reinke, Specifications; Cheryl 
Taliaferro and John Spedding, 
Landscape; Al Virgilio, Bridge 
Specifications; James Yeager, Program - 
Support Services; Dr. Hanni Nassis, 
Rutgers University; Warren Vincentz, 
Construction North; and Eddie Germain, 
Bridge Design. 


New Jersey motorists have three new 
ways to express themselves this year. 

The first of two new plates released 
on March 11 benefits the children 
of fallen New Jersey police officers. 
Also known as “law enforcement officer 
memorial license plates,” the money from 
the sale of these plates is slated for the 
establishment of a scholarship account for 
the children of law enforcement officers 
killed in the line of duty. 

Administered by The New Jersey 
Higher Education Student Assistance 


No one likes to rise 
early, especially for a 
motor vehicle accident at 
3 a.m. with downed wires and poles. 
When the Bridgewater Police Department 
contacted Central Dispatch about the 
accident, told them the roads and three 
ramps had to be closed, NJDOT’s reply 
was immediate. 

Working as a team, Traffic Operations 
North (TON), Region Central 
Maintenance and Region Central 
Construction got February 8 rush hour 
traffic on Routes I-287, 22, and 202/206 
moving. Resident Engineer George 
Carroll provided a variable message sign 
(VMS) for motorists approaching the 
road closure. 


Authority, the program will benefit 
qualified children of slain officers for 
undergraduate study leading to a 
bachelor’s degree or associate’s degree at 
any public or private institution. 

The second new plate benefits the 
Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness 
Education Fund which educates the public 
about becoming an organ donor. Funds 
will also be distributed to the organ 
procurement organizations using specifics 
from the federal Health Care Financing 
Administration, and for expenses and 
educational materials 
about organ donor and 
tissue sharing in New 
| Jersey. 

The third plate is 
an animated redo of 
the “Animal 
Friendly” plate that 
debuted in 1994 and 

has sold 34,000 to 
date. The new 
design uses 
characters from Patrick 
McDonnell’s syndicated comic strip 
“Mutts.” 
By purchasing 


North-Central teamwork 
handles 3 a.m. emergency 


Rich Pierson, Assistant Crew 
Supervisor, responded with the Diversion 
Van and set up three alternate routes for 
motorists. Project Engineer Jeff Spicka 
made the logistics decisions with the 
Bridgewater Police Department. 

Other key players on the early 
morning emergency scene included 
Engineering Technicians 1, 2 and 3 
respectively: Tim Stewart, Fred Seaman, 
Ella Brown-Albright, TON; Equipment 
Operator Andrew Hando,Truck Driver 
Patricia Dalton, Crew 338 Supervisor 
Roy Iannaccone, Maintenance Worker | 
James Colquhoun, Truck Driver Arron 
Drake, and Maintenance Workers 1 Ron 
Russo and Angelo Sucameli of Central 
Maintenance Crews 338 and 339. 


Express through new special license plates 


this special animal welfare plate, you 
can help prevent the birth of unwanted 
puppies and kittens through a low cost 
neutering and spaying animal population 
control program. 

The 13 other specialty plates 
available to drivers are: Battleship 
USS New Jersey, Coastal Shore 
Protection, Conquer Cancer, Deborah 
Heart & Lung, Shade Tree, 
Meadowlands, Pinelands, Liberty State 
Park, Baymens Heritage, Olympics, 
Historic Preservation, Wildlife and 
Promote Agriculture. The sale of these 
plates funds the specific sponsor’s 
project. 

You can purchase any of these 
plates online when you use AccessDMV 
to renew your vehicle registration. 
Otherwise, to obtain an application for 
any of these plates, visit a Motor Vehicle 
agency or call (888) 486-3339 toll free 
in New Jersey or (609) 292-6500 from 
out of state. 

You will pay a one-time $50 fee plus 
$10 annually for all plates, except $15 
annually for Battleship USS New Jersey. 
The Agriculture Plate is $20 and does 
not have a yearly fee. 


; Snow time, maybe next year 


' The lack of snow in the state this winter didn’t deter the Central Region’s 

i snow representative three-hour refresher course on February 19, 
According to Principal Engineer Mike Moran, “Their function is to be 

2y, the Crew Supervisor’s eyes following and recording the events which a 
contractor is performing according to the contract. They keep track of such 
things as number of trucks, location, break times, plow blade changes and 
_ help ensure that the contractor is working in the section assigned according to 
our snow manual and the directions given by the crew supervisor.” 
NJDOtTers taking part in the training included Charles Bassano, Jeff 
‘“ Bassano, Ed Dzuzanin, Prakash Gandhi, Harshad Patel, John J. 
Chiesa, Tony Suozzo, William Shipp, Lou Tondini, Robert Lake, 
_ Pasquale Maiorano, Dave Chmielewski, Phil Jones, J.R. Walker and 

_ Eugene Ramsley, Jr. a 


Area Supervisor Jim Farrell and Regional Maintenance Engineer Eugene Shoup of Central 
Region provided snow representative training to 15 NJDOTers and seven employees from other 
state departments. 


March is Women’s History month 


New Jersey and the nation celebrated women’s successes, York City and later for Jewish communities in Greece, she 
small and large during March. The Women’s History returned to excavating at Colophon in Ionia, Asia Minor in 
Month 2002 themes — “The Road to Success,” 1921 and in Yugoslavia in 1934, 
which is NJDOT’s theme, and ‘““Women - Settling in Princeton, NJ in 1936, Dr. Goldman became the 
sustaining the American spirit,’ which first woman professor in the School of Humanistic Studies at 
is the national theme — both deliver the Institute for Advanced Study. She published three 
the message of who American women volumes about her excavations in Tarsus, Turkey in 1950, 
are and what they have accomplished. 1956 and 1963. In 1950 she was elected fellow of 

Following remarks by NJDOT’S the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. In 1960 
Deputy Chief of Staff Cristina Lado the Archaeological Institute 
and Assistant Commissioner of of America presented her 
Administration Kathleen Immordino, NJ with the Distinguished 
Transit’s Sr. Director of Corporate Archaeological 
Communications Penny Bassett-Hackett and __Achievement Gold 
Dr. R. Barbara Gitenstein, President of the Medal. 

College of New Jersey, NJDOT recognized Dr. Goldman died 
some of its own at a luncheon celebration in her Princeton home 
of Women’s History Month at Headquarters on in 1972. 

March 19. 

Those NJDOT women cited for their 
contributions were Pat Bowker for organizing the 
annual “Relay for Life” event that raises funds for 
the American Cancer Society Mercer County Unit’s 
Patient and Family Services; Meg Frampton for 
her role in coordinating NJDOT’s Employee Public 
Recognition, Service and other Department awards; 
and Dana Hecht for organizing a fund-raiser for 
relief to victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

Locally and nationally, a woman recognized for 
her contributions to the field of archaeology, who 
paved the way for other women in the 21st Century is 
Hetty Goldman. Born in New York City in 1881, she 
was the first woman to direct an officially sanctioned 
archaeological excavation. While pursuing her Ph.D. 
degree at Radcliffe, she worked her first excavation in 
1911 at Halae, Greece. 

Although Goldman turned to humanitarian work 
during World War I, working for the Red Cross in New i 

i 


New arrivals 


Stephen Hammond, Specifications The proud father is an Engineering four NJDOTers. The proud parents are 


Writer, and his wife Meredith, Principal § Technician in Engineering Documents. Technical Program Assistant Dianne 
Engineer, welcomed their second child Region North Maintenance Project Barretts of Human Resources and 
Tiffany Kiana on December 21, 2001. Big Engineer Scott Sheldon and his wife her husband, Project Engineer Chris 
brother Justin Malik’s sister weighed 8 Colleen welcomed Liam Patrick on Barretts, of Traffic Signal & Safety; 
pounds, 9 ounces. December 11, 2001. At 8 pounds 8 also the granddaughter of NJDOTers 
The Crockett family — Dad Rich, ounces, Liam joins his brothers Bradlee Ray Laird, Repairer in Facilities 
Mom Kelly and big brother Riley — and Brendan, and his sister Jacqueline. Management and his wife Charlotte, 
welcomed Skyler James, weighing 8 The arrival of 7 pound, 11 ounce Principal Rideshare Coordinator in 


pounds, 3 ounces, on November 20, 2001. Nina Renee on January 30 was a first for Technical Analysis. 


Auditor 2; Gary Lutz, after 22 years, 
ridge Operator; Rudolph Gutierrez, 
_after 17 years, Field Monitor 2 DMV; 
‘Malcolm Fry, after 13 years, Senior 
Right of Way Negotiator; John Casey, 
after 3 years, Pacenive Staff Associate. 


Paul Rarbarn: after 40 years, Crew 
Supervisor Highway Construction & 

_ Bridges; Neal Tully, after 19 years, 

Executive Staff Associate Aeronautics & 

_ Freight Services; Leonardo Valentino, 

after 19 years, Safety Specialist 2 DMV; 

and Gloria McCurry, after 14 years, 

_ Affirmative Action Specialist 1, 


The NJDOT Credit Union (CU) will accept 
applications until April 13 for the CU College 
Scholarships, which are awarded annually to two higk 
school seniors. 


NJDOT’s raising the numbers 


Department employees who wish May 31-June 1. An employee interested in walking 
to participate in the “Relay for Life” Last year 70 walkers and runners or running ($10 covers the entrance fee, 
event at Mercer County College’s raised $11,000 for the (ACS). This buys you an ACS T-shirt and a team 
West Windsor campus to benefit the year the goal is to sign up more shirt if registered by mid-April) or in 
American Cancer Society (ACS) event participants and raise more money — collecting fees should call Pat Bowker 


should mark their calendars for at least $12,000. at (609) 530-3731. 


Mark your calendars for safety 


NJDOT is partnering with organizations such as the Construction Industry 
Advancement Program, NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety, U.S. Department 
of Labor-O.S.H.A. and Rutgers University for the third annual Work Zone Safety 
Conference, which will be held at the new Marriott Hotel in Trenton on April 3 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The conference promotes work zone safety awareness through recognition of the 
best practices in New Jersey. It precedes the National Work Zone Safety Awareness 
Week from April 8-12. 

For more information about the conference call Leon Fulginiti at (609) 530-2604. 


NJ lands another U.S. ‘first’: |-78 wildlife crossing 


An inhabitant of the Watchung reservation, a buck proudly displays his rack on the 
wildlife overpass over I-78 at the Watchung Reservation. 


It’s official! New Jersey built the 
first wildlife crossing over the Interstate 
system in the United States and Canada, 
according to the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). 

“Tt’s the two decks over I-78 
at the Watchung Reservation. I have 
been getting lots of e-mail inquiries 
from all over the country about this,” 
said Manager Andras Fekete of 
Environmental Services. 

In 1985 when the last link of I-78 
was built, environmentalists suggested 
wildlife overpasses in Union County. 
The concept originated in Holland 
where the land bridges are called 
“ecoducts.” 

NJDOT built the vegetation-covered 
overpass before the final 5.5 mile 
section of I-78 was completed through 
Berkeley Heights, Summit and 
Springfield to allow wildlife to travel 
without crossing the highway. 

“In the 80s the Department did an 
environmental impact statement (EIS) 
that offers alternates to tying the 
two ends of I-78 together,” said Bob 
Reinke, Specifications Engineer. “We 
went through Watchung Reservation and 
had to respond to the concerns of 
environmental and public groups.” 

“This project gave New Jersey many 
firsts,’ Reinke said. “But it was people 
like Andy Fekete, Gary Toth, Mike 
Kaminsky, Paul Cohn, Howard Zahn, 
Domenick Billera and the project 
supervisor, retiree Ted Fisher who 


worked together to come up with a way 
to get it done.” 

“One of these firsts was an earth- 
anchored wall,” he said. Reinke. “It 
has a dugout that holds a rod, which 
we cover with cement to keep it from 
falling.” 

Other firsts include extended 
bridges for equestrians, a 
lowered roadway to eliminate 
sound from spilling into the 
reservation and the wildlife 
crossings. 

The latter allows 
animals to safely cross 
from the main section 
of the preserve in Union 
County’s South Mountain, 
traveling above the 
highway, to a smaller tract 
of the reservation bordering 
residential areas. 

“When we were working on 
the area, the residents would put 
up salt licks in their back yards 
to attract the deer,’ said Reinke. “They 
wanted to view them.” 

There are two sides to that coin. 

One side is that the wildlife crossing 
worked so well that the residents directly 
next to the reservation complained about 
the deer. 

The other side is that the deer are 
able to cross the highway via the land 
bridge. They’re not dodging SUVs and 
other vehicles. 

“There is a lot of contemporary 


Robert Reinke 


interest in this because reconnection 
of fragmented habitat and mitigation 

jot fragmentation 
# impacts out west 
y and in the south is 
"a big concern now,” 
said Fekete. 

The FHWA has a 
mission on the 3.9 
million miles of U.S. 
roads to reduce 
roadkill, which 
| threatens humans and 
animals; to reduce habitat 
loss, which results from 

highway construction, 
timber harvesting, 
' agricultural conversion and 
urban and residential 
development; and to reduce 
habitat fragmentation, 
which threatens all 
* wildlife species by 
dividing their landscape when building 
highways. 

“Critter crossings,” as FHWA calls 
these special environmental 
considerations — goat underpasses, 
tortoise underpasses, salamander 
tunnels, and amphibian walls and 
culverts — provide the answers 
throughout the country to transportation 

agencies. 

For example, Florida DOT 
recently built a land bridge 
in the north central part 

of the state that serves 
humans by day and 
animals by night. 

Although their 

population is less — 

New Jersey has 1,134.5 

and Florida has 296.4 

people per square mile 
— Floridians must deal 
with increasing traffic. 

On the bridge over I-75 
in Marion County the deer, 
foxes, coyotes, possums and 
other small to medium animals 
will cross the highway through 
native vegetation on familiar soil. 

Hikers, cyclists and horseback 
riders will also enjoy quietude of the 
greenway on special trails. Drivers will 
see a bridge topped with rows of trees. 
It is supported by “U” beams and has its 
own irrigation system. 

“New Jersey was ahead of its 
time,” said Fekete. “NJDOT did an 
amazing engineering job along with 
the environmental aspects and context 
sensitive design.” 
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NJDOT observes Black History Month 


_ Musician Gregg L. Clark offered 

his rendition of the “Star Spangled _ 
Banner” at a Black History Month event 
at Headquarters, He accompanied his 
brother, Jeffrey E. Clark Jr. (right) of 
Human Resources who sang a spiritual. 
The Black History Month organizers 
provided events that drew many 
employees, including vocal selections 
from the (left) Trenton High School 
Gospel Chorus and a visit from FHWA’s 
Leslie Wright, who spoke about NJDOT’s 

_ twinning program with Namibia. A 
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2000 


Former NJDOT Highway Inspector 
in North Region, Walter Sutter died on 
August 18 in Kissimmee, FL. His wife 
Jean, a son Walter Jr. and a daughter 
Donna survive. 


2001 


Project Coordinator for the 
electrification of the North Jersey 
Coastline Railroad and the Erie Railroad, 
Lionel Murphy, died October 15. 
Survivors include his wife Addie, his son 
Lionel, and his sister Leontine Lemon. 

Retired NJDOT employee Clifford A. 
Brown died November 5 in Hamilton. The 
Navy veteran of World War II and ex-POW 
of the Continental Chapter is survived 
by his wife Ruth, his daughter Cynthia 
Bartlett, sons Daniel, Jeffrey and Thomas, 
a sister Ann and grandchildren. 

Retired NJDOT employee Vivian 
Porter died November 5 in Fairless 
Hills PA. Survivors include her husband 
Joseph, sons Norman and Leo Drayton and 
Wayne Smith, daughters Denise Smith and 
Brenda Johnson, sisters Bertha Carrington, 
Rosalee Sapp and Louise Ormond and 
grandchildren. 

South Region Equipment Operator 
Charles Masseo died November 9. 
Survivors include his wife Kathy and sons 
Michael and Jason. 

Evelyn B. Sholin died November 
9 in West Hartford, CT. The former 
NJDOT employee is survived by her 
daughters Marilyn Alexander and Roberta 
Statman, her sister Pearl Gross and many 
grandchildren. 

Retired MVS Supervisor Lilah C. 
Laslo died November 14 in Chesterfield. 
Survivors include her husband Kenneth, 
her brother Wallace C. Riehl, her sister 
Katherine Trischitti and other relatives. 

Former NJDOT employee Audrey L. 
Johnson died November 16 in Hamilton. 
Her brothers Francis R., Carl E. and 
Robert W., a sister Lenora C. and other 
relatives survive Johnson, who was an 
Assistant Graduate Dean of the College of 
New Jersey. 

Retired NJDOT Manager Franz J. 
Mayer died November 16 in Ewing. An 
accomplished musician, Mayer is survived 
by friends including Kenneth and Patricia 
Johnson. 

South Region’s William Hagan died 
November 17. A Truck Driver, Single 
Axle, Hagan is survived by his wife Anna 
and sons William R. and Brian. 

Retired NJDOT Landscape Designer 
Robert W. Hassell died November 24 in 


Trenton. The U.S. Marine Corps veteran of 
the Korean and Vietnam wars is survived 
by Mary Beth Whitaker, daughters Angela 
Frantz, Natalie Boncheri and Jessica, his 
sister Peggy Edwards, his brother Ernest 
and grandchildren. 

Retired NJDOT employee Isaiah 
Franklin Harvey died December | in 
Ewing. His wife Jeraldine, daughters 
Monica Harvey-Talbert and Monique, his 
sister Lola Woodson, his brother Samuel 
and grandchildren survive the Navy veteran 
of World War II. 

Harry Devlin, famous illustrator, 
cartoonist and painter of New Jersey’s 
Victorian houses, died December 2 in 
Mountainside. Devlin’s painting of a 
Victorian-style home built in 1874 on 
Union Street in Lambertville was used for 
the MVS “Discover NJ History” special 
license plate. 

Rose H. Tackach Olszak died 
December 4 in Trenton. The MVS retiree 
is survived by her son Joseph Jr., her 
daughter Rose Veres, brothers Stephen 
Takach and John Takach, sisters Mary 
Fisher, Esther McStravick and Delores 
Joachim and grandchildren. 

Former MVS employee Elizabeth 
Pagodin Burkus died December 9 in Ship 
Bottom. Survivors include her daughters 
Virginia Venanzi and Shirley Maiorino, and 
grandchildren. 

Former NJDOT Engineer James R. 
Cosgrove died recently in Spring Lake. 
The Navy veteran of World War II, who 
fought at Iwo Jima in 1945, is survived 
by his wife Catherine, sons James Jr., John 
and William, daughters Patricia Clauberg 
and Catherine Ann, a brother Edward and 
grandchildren. 

MVS Safety Specialist Barry Lee 
Reed died December 29 in Freehold. His 
daughter Emily, mother Mina, brothers 
Robert L. and William J. and other relatives 
survive the Manahawkin resident. 


2002 

Retired NJDOT Planner Gloria 
Blumenthal died January 4 in Mercer. 
Survivors include her husband Ralph, a son 
Neil and grandchildren. 

Retired NJDOT Civil Engineer Joseph 
Prochinicki of Morristown died January 4. 
His daughter Christine Rafizadeh, a sister 
Jennie Trumbule and grandchildren survive 
the Army veteran of World War II. 

Secretarial Assistant | Virginia A. 
McElwee of Local Government Services 
and Economic Development died January 7 
in Trenton. Survivors include her son Peter, 
her aunt Rose Sickler and other relatives. 


MVS Supervisor Martin J. Haas of 
the Microfilm and Computer Services 
Imaging Systems Center died January 13 
in Hamilton. Survivors include his mother 
Mary, his sister Mary Haas-Rossano and 
other relatives. 

Retired NJDOT Bridge Design 
Engineer John T. Kiselewicz died January 
19 in Ewing. Noted for his bridge designs, 
including the Dorland J. Henderson 
Memorial Bridge (the Route 72 ‘causeway’ 
bridge) from Manahawkin to Long Beach 
Island, Kiselewicz is survived by his sisters 
Stephanie Terraciano, Jeanette Gavin and 
Irene Foerster and other relatives. 

Margaret R. Scannon died January 
20 in Trenton. The NJDOT employee is 
survived by her mother Ann Maffei, her 
husband William Sr., sons William Jr. 
and Air Force Sgt. Brian, sisters Ann 
Marie Vetrecia and Doris Heitzenroder, 
brothers Charles and James Heitzenroder _ 
and grandchildren. 

Retired MVS employee Irma Berrien 
died January 28 in Hamilton. Survivors 
include her sister Edith Austin and other 


~ relatives. 


Retired MVS employee Rose 
Pennacchi Pannone died February 3 
in Middletown Township, PA. Survivors 
include her husband Michael, her son 
Michael, her daughter Lorraine, a sister 
Marie Hill and grandchildren. 

Retired Aeronautical Operations 
Specialist Bernard H. O’ Keefe died 
February 5 in Sun City West, AZ. Survivors 
include his wife Veronica, his son Bernard 
Jr., his daughter Maureen Perfect, his 
brother John and many grandchildren. 

Former MVS employee Margaret E. 
Moore died February 8 in Hamilton. 
Survivors include her son Kenneth, her 
daughter Marjorie Moticha, her sister ~ 
Elizabeth Weiss, other relatives and 
friends. 

Geraldine L. Majeski died February 
13 in Hamilton. The former MVS 
employee is survived by cousins and 
friends. 

NJDOT retiree Arthur J. DeBronzo 
died February 24 in Hamilton. The 
Merchant Marine Mariner of World War II 
is survived by his wife Marie, his daughter 
Donna Dunn, his son Arthur, his brother 
Alfred, his sisters Marsiglia Paccillo and 
Caroline De Quinzio and grandchildren. 

Former MVS employee Domenick 
Gervasio died February 26 in Cassandrino, 
Italy. Survivors include his son Pat, his 
daughter Sue, his sisters Maria Rosaria, 
Theresa and Justine, and brothers Enzo, — 
Nicholas, Frank, August and Bennito. 
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